A Lok at Shaarei Shamayim

Creating Community Welcome
By Rabbi Laurie Zimmerman By Dawn Berney, President

A snapshot of one
month at Shaarei
Shamayint
CelebrationA boy
who was relatively
new to the congre-
gation became a
Bar Mitzvah, and

Congregation

Shaarei Shamayim [==z

is a special place.

It is special becaus
it is truly a warm,
caring and most of |

all intimate com
munity. People

several members who did not know know each other; people are involved

him came to the service. One told me, with each other. People laugh here.
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of our community, and | wanted to be  munity. And people cry here. We

there at this important moment in his  come together as a community to help

f A MBUENg:! 62YIF yQa Ydaudnieidbeds in their time of need.

died and a man who was new to the
congregation came to her home for a a variety of traditional and non

service in her memory even though he
AR P , traqi Ibackgrou,n?ts Je :
RAR y2i 1y26 0GKS Tclh(? ?Ugwshga nergfa |He§R Uz
make sure there were enough peopl

) rand ol% ults, and
tj; KS N‘.B hl.J 2 & dzLLi2 NI Kg%@i’?n%le ns \%I“ fi cFa elcoming
ompanionshipA young woman environment at Congregation Shaarei

needgd 0 g:o tto the dh;)szrral, ind a q Shamayim. We are dually affiliated
member volunteered lo drive ner an with the Jewish Reconstructionist

sit with her for several hours. She re-
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: . At the core of our community are our
At Shaarei Shamayim, we value com- 1 o<~ Our members have a commit-
munity above all else. Our members

. g o . ament 1o Jewish leari r?t' ooted
R2yQi 2dad 0StASg S|n tHe%)E\dHionqandéangga ir?‘@&l}{o—
shogld eupport people in times 9” Y da ay. The synagogue values Jewish
and in times of sadness. They live out learning for everyore children, fami-

thelzeflrjee:jls. T(rjrey realcrtr outt o others lies, and adults of all ages. We are
G old Iriends and complete Srang&ts -, mmitted to being a welcoming and

when there is a need. inclusive community. We are commit-
This is what community is about. Our ted to working toward tikkun olam
community is rooted in the quest to (repair of the world). We celebrate
transform Judaism into an authentic,  Jewishness in prayer, study, song,
compelling way of life and to builda  dance, meditation, and social action.
congregation based on the values of
inclusivity, intellectual integrity, and
creativity. Our task is to create Jewish

We are a diverse group of people from
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We invite you to visit with usto
attend our worship services, study
sessions, potluck Shabbat dinners, and

a
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SHAAREI SHAMAYIM HAPPENINGS

Friday Night Services
One Friday evening a month we join together for Kabbala
Shabbat dinner and services. Our song leaders foster jo
singing, and Rabbi Laurie often tells a story or gives a shq
talk.

Saturday Morning Services
Shabbat morning at Shaarei Shamayim consists of two cqg
ponents. The first is Torah study from 9:30 al®.30 a.m.
Rabbi Laurie and members gather to study the weekly To
rah portion, discussing traditional texts as well as contem

porary approaches and personal insights. Services follo
and last until 12:30 p.m. We sing and chant prayers, read
poetry, and reflect on various themes of the day.

Holiday Celebrations

Shaarei Shamayim organizes six holiday celebrations
throughout the year: On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur we offer services that provide time to pray, reflect,
sing, learn, and read. These holidays are punctuated by
meditation, discussion, and other rituals, and we join
together for potlucks at the beginning of Rosh Hashanah
and the end of Yom Kippur.

On Sukkot we build a sukkah and invite guests to share a
meal with us. We continue on Simchat Torah with sing-
ing and dancing, and we roll the Torah from the end to
the beginning. We celebrate Chanukkah with a joyful
party in the midst of winter. We invite the Madison Yid-
dish Choir and the Recons to entertain us, and we eat
latkes, spin the dreidel, and light the menorah. Purim is
a time of silliness, when we dress up in costume, retell

| KA f |v? N\E y. 0% 9 R dZO| u At%xok of Esther, and sing songs. We offer home hos-

on Passover, matching up people who can host a

wkooA [FdzZNAS Aa (GKS 5ANB Ousgdgflwghﬁeomegmsh”{g%%@h@a seldlzN) OKA t R
cation program. Children ages four through thirteen meet

every Sunday throughout the school year, and children in Shabhbaton
grades three through six also work coa-one with a He-
brew tutor. The Bet Sefer program is a vibrant-sub
community for parents and children alike.

Periodically the congregation invites a guest rabbi to
lead prayer, study, and song for the weekend. The
Shabbaton begins with Shabbat dinner, singing, and ser-
. . vices on Friday night and continues Saturday morning
ng_h _H_O“day Song _ ) ~with services and lunch. We fill the afternoon with addi-

group of members lead our High Holy Day services, as welhd on Sunday morning for more celebration or
as services throughout the year. The group sings both  |earning.

traditional and contemporary music and welcomes others
to join in.

Page 2



SHAAREI SHAMAYIM HAPPENINGS

Adult Education

Learning is a liffoong process, and we offer many adult
education classes throughout the year. Some past
classes include Basic and Intermediate Hebrew, Chant-
ing Torah, Judaism and Social Justice, Reconstructionism
and Jewish Renewal, Meditation, Introduction to Juda-
ism, and Celebrating Interfaith Families. Some of our
members are also involved in an Adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah
group whereby they study together for a year and then
chant Torah during the service. Periodically Rabbi Lau-
rie also offers a monthly group called Exploring Judaism
which centers around discussions of Jewish identity and
basic Judaism. Some members are on the path of con-
version, while others are looking to enrich their own
sense of Jewishness.

Young Adult Havurah

Our Young Adult Havurah is a community for people in
their midtwenties to midthirties. Madison is a transient
city, especially for young adults, and this group creates
community for people in this age range. The havurah
meets once a month for holiday celebrations, Shabbat dirf§
ners, social events, and service projects. =

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Our Bar/Bat Mitzvah program is both rigorous and mean-
ingful. We want our teens to work hard and fully experi-
ence this beautiful rite of passage into adulthood. Our
Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebrations are community events; -
members of the congregation attend because they want tf . 7
support the teens. The Bar/Bat Mitzvah process entails
learning the Torah portion, studying traditional and con-
temporary commentaries, practicing the service, and doing-;rhe Recons

service projects within Shaarei Shamayim and in the largePUr congregation has its own klezmer band, The Recons.
O2YYdzyAliead wlkooA [ dNRS 2TPef RIgrgyseemmytment, andityeRtdring lfedo oyr dzR
and works individually with them throughout the process. holiday celebrations. They play at Simchat Torah, Cha-
nukkah, and Purim, and their lively music gets people

out of their chairs and up dancing. For those who like
music, this is a great way to get involved.

Teen Program

Our teen group is a lively bunch. The youth group organ-
izes special programming throughout the year, and

YIEye 2F 2dz2NJ 4§SSyF3aISNE 62N
2dzNJ OKAf RNByQa SRdzOF GA2y LI
teer for the congregation and frequently take part in

leading services and chanting Torah.
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forty-eight students are enrolled in the school, which offers classes, Hebre
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Kindergarten through seventh grade. The congregation has hired a directo
developed an extensive curriculum with an innovative Hebrew tutoring pro- |
AN YZI YR fIFAR Ala FT2dzyRFGA2Y F2NJ Qy S
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CURRICULUM

The Bet Sefer curriculum revolves around the major themes of Torah, Avod
and Gemilut Chasadim/Tikkun Olam each year and includes the following
components:

Torah: Stories from the Torah, Prophets, and Writings; Talmud and Jewish
philosophy; Jewish history with a focus on the Holocaust and creation of the BET SE,FER M[SSK)N
State of Israel; Hebrew reading and comprehension. . € UKNBS UKAY:

Avodah: Jewish prayer with a focus on Shabbat; Jewish holidays: Jewish vi World sustained: by Torah,
of God; Jewish life cycle; Jewish spirituality; Jewish rituals and practice; by Avodah, and by Gemilut
branches of American Judaism and contemporary Jewish culture. | KI 8F RAY D¢ Ot Al

Gemilut Chasadim/Tikkun Olam: Jewish values and contemporary social

issues: ethical dilemmas; Reconstructionist decisiwking; giving tzedakah. ~ Bet Sefer is el innovative
Jewish educational program

HEBREW TUTORING PROGRAM that inspires our children with a
lifelong love of Jewish learning.

Shaarei Shamayim has developed a unique method for Hebrew learning. E By combining traditional and

student is assigned a Hebrew tutor for half an hour a week, either on Sunde :
or midkweek. As a result of this program students have excelled in Hebrew progressive approaf:hes, we
acquisition and have deepened their commitment to both prayer book and = €NCoUrage a commitment to
modern Hebrew. Coupled with our Sunday morning Judaica program, stu- 10rah (study), to Avodah

dents receive individual attention from a tutor and also benefit from the (prayer and spiritual growth),
strong communities that are formed in the classroom. and to Tikkun Olam and

Gemilut Chasadim (repair of the
BET SEFER IN THE COMMUNITY world and acts of

Through Bet Sefer, students become involved in the larger Madison Jewish lovingkindness). In a learning
community. Students and their parents participate in events sponsored by { environment that is meaningful
WS6AaK CSRSNIGA2Y 2F al RA&az2y3sx Ay Ot andfun, each student is Yl
Tzedakah fair. They also hold an annual Chanukkah party for the residents encouraged to think, question
Capitol Lakes Retirement Community. Reaching out beyond the Jewish col critically, and interact with

munity volunteer at the Goodman Atwood Community Center food pantry. — gthers with respect and

kindness.
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progressive Jewish alternative
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Dorith Steinberg

| first heard of Shaarei Shamayim
when | went to a panel discussion |
in the aftermath of 9/11. One of
the speakers was the former rabbi &=
of Shaarei Shamayim. He said that/
all religions need to do some soul |
searching about ways they encour
age violence, and he brought up
Purim as a very specific example | was cajoled into joining
from Judaism. | was very im- = Shaarei Shamayim by my
LINBaaSR gAGK (GKAA ast '-FnSEI YSMVSBIHIIDN lyo decided
and decided to check out this congregation. around his tenth birthday
that he wanted to become a
Bar Mitzvah.l was raised in
a secular Jewish household,
am married to a lapsed
Catholic, and had no plans
to provide my children with
Growing up in Israel, the only Judaism that | knew of was théormal religious training.

Eric Schatzberg

When | went to my first Shabbat service, it turned out that |
was the 10th person to arrive and everyone was excited,
since it meant that there was now a minyan and the Torah
scroll would be brought out. | was really touched by that. |
literally counted!

Orthodox variety where women could not participate in But Simon had his own ideas, partly under the influ-
many aspects of religious and publife. As | continued to ence of my father, who although not religious is a
sample and later take a more regular part in Shaarei great teller of Bible storiesNot knowing an aleph
Shamayim activities, | continued to be touched by the fact from a bet, | had no idea what to dd knew a couple
that women were truly equal. people who had been members of Shaarei Shamayim,

Currently | am a board member, and my specific areas of in-S° | signed S|mon_up for Bet Sefealso went to ser
terest and responsibility are the website, gemilut chasadim vices a couple of tlme_s, but | found them caniusing
(coordinating help for members in time of need), and photo- and some_v_vhat _otbuttlng. But| gradu_ally becgme
graphing the community's life. | have made several meanlnj-"IOre familiar with the Shabbat morning service,

ful personal relationships in the congregation. The congregac2Ming with Simon as he prepared for his Bar Mitz-
tion was a big support after the death of my father in Janu- vah. | found myself moved by the connection to an-
ary, 2006 and continues to ke ongoing source of commu- cient tradltlo_ns _but comforted by the willingness of .
nity and support in my lifeAt Shaarei Shamayim my spiritual-ReconStrUCt'on'Sm and Renewal to adapt these tradi-

ity and my Judaism come togethém.the past | did not think tlons_ o thg preseqt.SuddenIy, there | was attending
this was possible. services without SimonBefore | knew it, | was asked

to join the Ritual Committee and served for a year as
char. LT Ad KIFIRyQiG 06SSy F2NJ{
B think | would have joined a synagogue.QY K| LJLJe

Gt G { KEFNBA { K YimBapoyen mayidh o virantprogressive
spirituality and my Judaism come

together. In the past | did not think

0KA& gl & LlRaarot Sos
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Alexandra Lyon Zach Vargas
| grew up attending some services & My name is Zach Vargas and | have been a mem-
Y& INIYRY2GKSNDa A y ber of Shaarei Shamayim all my life (19 years). It
Southern California, but I never had has given me a lot of great opportunities and
a formal Jewish education such as experiences. Most notable was my Bar Mitzvah
attending Hebrew school. As an KSftR 2y alé& HYyXZ Hnnpo® ¢
adult, | have begun to want to learn F3S¢ OSNBY2yeé Ay 6KAOK 1
more about the Jewish faith and This experience made a huge difference in my
culture, and so when | moved to life, spiritually and intellectually, though | did not
Madison for graduate school I re- |5 realize it until later. As | mentioned above, this
aStNODKSR 0KS OAGp: O z realization and learning did not occur instanta-
ties on the internet. On Shaarei * "l neously,
{KFEYI@AYQad 6S0aAdS L NBI R I 0 zratherthrough T/”///’*
Reconstructionism and Renewal and was intrigued enough to  several years i TS
come to their New and Prospective Member Service. Conversa- of being part | I
tions with Rabbi Laurie and other members of the congregation of the commu- A
portrayed an inclusive community where | could explore what  nity. Calling Ve 4
being Jewish means to me, and where | could learn both old tra- Shaarei
ditions and new ways of interpreting those traditions. That Shamayim a
learning has been enriched over the past year with an Introduc- community
tion to Judaism class led by Rabbi Laurie and activities withthe R2 S& y Q
Young Adult Havurah. At services and at these events, | have do it justice; it | BN
enjoyed meeting both new members like myself and people who is more like a |
have been involved in the congregation for much longer. As| family. | re-
learn more about Judaism and about this congregation, | look member when my mom was in the hospital we
forward to becoming more involved. were not only fed, but taken care of. If you join
this community you will be embraced not as a
friend but as a sibling.
ghghgh
Dawn Berney, Ed Angelina, Sammy and Tamara Angelina
We arrived in Madison in 2002, a year after the birth of our first daughter, and
soon began to look for a synagogue to joile were interested in Shaarei
Shamayim in part because we had been part of a Reconstructionist congregat
Philadelphia, and after a few visits we decided to joimthe almost nine years
since then, Shaarei Shamayim has been an important source of community a
supportforus.a SYO SNE oOoNRdzZKG dza YSEfta | Fi
again after the birth of our younger daughter, TamaRabbi Laurie officiated at
¢l Y NI Qa o0 Sammy is/nbwning ahdshe attends Bet Sefer for religig (
education and loves her Hebrew tutof.amara is really excited about being a "bil 4%
kid" and starting Bet Sefer as wellhe kiddove Shaarei Shamayim services, as / F
well as the potlucks. We also participate in adult education and have been inv(
in a variety of ritual, social, and tzedakah programs as well.
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Hal and | joined Shaarei Shamayim shortly after

the High Holy Days in the fall of 2006. We loved

the friendly atmosphere, the inclusiveness, and

the encourage-
ment of partici-
pation, espe-

Zoe Faivre Werth

| became aware of Shaarei
Shamayim in the first year of
its existence, when | ran into
a friend at the Purim carni-
val. | had been feeling the
need for a place to study
Torah, and | started attend- cially in Torah
ing sporadically. As an addi- study and Shab-
tional benefit | found an inclusive community that respected my bat services. |
values. This was extremely important to me, because | consider¢ feel particularly
myself neither religious nor even spiritual, although | am passion fortunate to

ate about Torah, sources of ethical lives, and social justice. My have Rabbi Lau-
children became more Jewishly identified through attending He- rie as my spiri-
brew school at Beth Israel, where Shaarei Shamayim was then tual leader. |
sending members' childreqall four of them. At that time we have been very
were wishing for enough kids to start our own Hebrew school, ar involved with

for grayhaired members to provide voices of experientdave preparing music and recruiting song leaders for
had the opportunity to be involved in the design of the ark, serve Kabbalat Shabbat (Friday evening) services. This
on rabbi search committees and the Coordinating Committee, de gives me great joy, as it enables me to share my
sign a community survey, organize our High Holiday music, and love of music with the community.

serve as president. | now have gray hair, and | have come to kn

many extremely interesting and thoughtful people, including our Hal passed away in December, 2009.
compassionate and committed rabbi, Laurie Zimmermann.

ghghgh

Leslie Bernstein and Grace Cooper

Like many families Grace and | found ourselves wanting to engage wi
spiritual community around the time our child was born. We lived in
alAyS Ay UGUKS SINIeée Wgpna yR gSNE
we briefly joined a Unitarian congregation. Shortly thereafter, Laurie |
Zimmerman became the Rabbi of Shaarei Shamayim and she seeme
bring the community together in a way that both inspired and engaged#
us. It has now been several years since our son, Eli, became a Bar ‘\i <.
vah, and each year we become more involved, not less. A small com -
nity like ours just seems to draw you in. Grace has served on the Coordi-
nating Committee and | have served on the Ritual Committee. We have been very involved with organizing our com-
munity High Holiday services. We both have taken the beginning Hebrew class with Rabbi Laurie and | continued intc
the intermediate class. Eli became interested in cooking and used to make challah for Shabbat services before he left
for college. It is wonderful to have found a Jewish community that we can each be involved in as individuals and also
feel so much a part of as a family.
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Jerry Kaufman Judith Zukerman-Kaufman

As a youngster | went to a small Orthodox synagogue in My reasons for joining Shaarei Shamayim almost twenty
an Italian neighborhood in New York where | grew up, aryears ago may be unique. First comes my gratitude to
experience that didn't do much for nurturing my Jewish Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan for having his daughter, also Ju-
soul. In fact, just the oppositel = , dith, celebrate her Bat Mitzvah in
went into a lengthy "straying awa 1922, an event which led to my
from Judaism" period which lasteq own Bat Mitzvah almost sixty

for 15 years or so until | met my years ago and the birth of myself
future wife, Judith, whose roots in as a Jewish feminist. Next | began
Judaism were nurtured and deep studying Kaplan's writings with my
ened by a kinder and more genu- dad. Later, | started working for
ine family Jewish environment. change for women and girls, con-

: Pl fronting many Rabbis with the
In the early 1990s, Judith and | .
decided to join Shaarei challenge to walk imy shoes as a

. . Jewish woman. This is something |
Shamayim.My wariness about :

L . i , have pursued for decades.

J:I:m?e%linfr\:\étxggs:ﬁzlgeaN“cino%:a?/\llja-ls Shaarei Shamayim a Shaarei Shamayim is a comfort-

we)qcomlr?/g and |n)(l:lu3|ve comr)r/wnlty but for a snwtléld able place for many Jews who do not feehate in any

congregation it had a surprisingly di\’/erse membership of the existing Jewish communltl_es in Madlson_, ar_1d itis a

: " _place where | have the opportunity to be creative in

My connectedness to Judaism deepened as never befor rayer

as | became more active in the congregation, participating ’

in services, attending potlucks and social events, doing Now | enjoy being part of a community that prides itself

committee work, and reconnecting and-emgaging with  on its inclusiveness and helping people feel welcome and

that part of Judaism that had always attracted me most, part of the community.We enjoy having three genera-

its melodies and music. tions of our family actively participate, and Rabbi Laurie
nd the community have supported us through some dif-

ficult, life-threatening days.

Shaarei Shamayim has also provided a forum to engage,n
a broader discussion about Israel, clearly supporting Is-
rael's right to exist but questioning at times the direction | have enjoyed training many Torah and Haftorah readers
Israeli government policy has taken. Finally, it helps to and am excited that their numbers have increased so that
have a fine rabbi like Rabbi Laurie as a spiritual and morduring this coming year 5772, we begin to commit to a
leader. | can honestly say that | have felt more anchoredtriennial cycle of Torah reading.

and comfortable in my identity as a Jew in Shaarei

Shamayim than in any other congregation.

As Rabbi Hillel once said: You'shall not separate yourself | nte rested | n JO | N | ng?

from the community. (Pirke Avot 2:5)

8 3

Find out more about becoming a
member of Shaarei Shamayim. Give
Jean a call at 203-8181 or email her at
membership@shamayim.org.




Our Mission Statement

Shaarei Shamayim is a Jewish
congregation dually affiliated with the
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation and
Aleph: Alliance for Jewish Renewal. We
come together because Judaism is our joy
and we want to celebrate with each other,
our community, and our children. We
believe that by joining our energies in
those things for which we have passion
and vision we can build a community. We
are committed to fostering Jewish
spiritual experience through participatory
and egalitarian services that are both
creative and rooted in tradition.

gh

We are committed to developing our
congregation as a place of Jewish
learning, where adults and children can
study the traditional sources in a way that
is meaningful for our time and world.

We are committed to being a welcoming
and inclusive community.

We are committed to working toward
tikkun olam (repair of the world).

We celebrate Jewishness in prayer, study,
song, dance, meditation, and social action.

What is Reconstructionism?

Reconstructionist Judaism is a progressive, contemporary ap-
proach to Jewish life which integrates a deep respect for tradi
tional Judaism with the insights and ideas of contemporary so
intellectual and spiritual life.

Reconstructionists believe that Judaism is a civilization encon
passing history and literature, art and music, land and languag
Individual communities value egalitarianism, diversity, and de
mocratic decisiormaking.
wSO2yaidNHzOGA2yAataqQ OASsa 27
emphasis on godliness rather than on the supernatural. God
the power in the universe which infuses all of creation with a
sense of transcendence, impelling human beings to improve t
world and themselves. Reconstructionist Judaism holds that
temporary Jewish communities are involved in the current eva

cial,

je.

con-
lu-

tion of Judaism and are responsible for shaping the spiritual apd

cultural legacy of the Jewish people for future generations.

What is Jewish Renewal?

Jewish Renewal combines ancient and modern Jewish wisdoin,

AYyGiS3aINFGAYy3I WIzRIF AaYQ4a LINE LI {

gressive, egalitarian consciousness.

Jewish Renewal creates a deeply meaningful Jewish path to ¢
nect with the Divine through meditation, prayer, music, chant,
dance, study, and spiritually rooted social action. It seeks to n
ture intimate, participatory, and egalitarian communities that
dance and wrestle with God and asdts¢ spiritual growth and
healing of individuals, communities, whole societies, and the
planet. It brings creativity, relevance, joy, and areatibracing
awareness to spiritual practice and promotes justice, freedom
responsibility, and caring for all life.

Jewish Renewal draws on the wisdom of Jewish tradition with

getting stuck in it infusing these with the insights of contempo}

rary ecology, feminism, and participatory democracy.

50 A C
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Creating Community
by Rabbi Laurie Zimmerman

Welcome
by Dawn Berney, President

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

rituals, study sessions, and community discussions for akocial action programs. Jam with our klezmer band, the
ages that are meaningful, relevant, and consistent with Recons, or sing with the High Holiday Song group. Volun-
our values. We seek to express who we are through ourteer with us at a local food pantry. If you have children,

community and infuse it with Jewish practice, culture,
2§ K2LIS

FYR fSIENYyAy3ao®

our Bet Sefer education program and youth group wel-
(i K toine yd12 éafd fof youRaklujts, Slaaadei Shamayim hosts

a lively and active Young Adult Havurah. We look forward

to meeting you at Shaarei Shamayim.
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CHECK US OUT: EMAIL AND WEB SITE

Shamayim Happenings Shamayim Kibitz Web Site

Most of our members, as well as We also have a listserve, Shamayim Check out our Web site! This con-
some members of the larger Madi-  Kibitz, over which participants may tains much helpful information, in-
son Jewish community, receive a share information, thoughts, an- cluding a full description of the com-
weekly email called Shamayim nouncements, jokes, stories, and munity, a calendar of events, and
Happenings. This email is a sum- poems. This listserve is not moder- other items of interest. To visit,
YIENE 2F { KIFI NBA { ated, thus, anyone may send somee please go to www.shamayim.org.

ing services, programs, and events, thing of interest to others. At times

as well as activities in the Madison  we have had very lively discussions

Jewish community and programs of on KIBITZ. If you would like to join,

our affiliates, Aleph and JRF. Thisis please go to: (‘\
a great way to learn about the con-  http://groups.yahoo.com/

gregation from the comfort of your subscribe/ shamayiriibitz -.J
home. If you would like to join the

list, please email: -y
office@shamayim.org :-_--"':: V-

21 hQ{ 21h '¢ {1 !'1woL {]I

President: Dawn Berney

Vice President: Cathy Kaplan Congregation Shaarei Shamayim

Treasurer: Liz Feder is Madison's Jewish Reconstructionist and Jewish Renewal
Secretary: Deborah Kades Community. We are a growing community of 100 households,
Past President: Chuck Kalish and we welcome traditional and nontraditional families, singlgs,

interfaith couples, and gays and lesbians from Madison and ifs
surrounding area. We have come together from varied Jewish
backgrounds, and our members' Jewish education ranges frgm
extensive to none at all. We work to create an environment
where all people feel welcome regardless of their religious,
spiritual, or cultural identity. We are committed to fostering
Jewish spiritual experience through prayer, meditation, study

Membership Chair: Jean Weissburg

Ritual Chair: Stacey Bhaerman

Children's Ed Chair: Jen Rubin

Finance: Marc Syvertsen

Young Adult Havurah: Ezra Lyon, Stacey Bhaerma
At Large: Ezra Lyon, Dorith Steinberg, Lesley Wolfi

Kate Zirbel song, social action, and friendship.
Rabbi Liaison: Harry WebneBehrman
LGBT Liaison: Zoe Werth For more information please contact:

Acts of Caring: Dorith Steinberg, Flora van Worme

Database Manager: Bill Littman Rabbi Laurie Zimmerman Dawn Berney

Webmaster: Enid Williams rabbi@shamayim.org president@shamayim.org
257-2944 260-8347

Rak?bi & BeF S.efer Dir.ector: Laurie Zimmerman Sue Meyer Jean Weissburg

Office Admm's,trator' Sue Meyer office@shamayim.org membership@shamayim.org

Bookkeeper: Jim Manos 257.2944 203.8181
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